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SOCCER AUSTRALIA CHAIRMAN 


| would like to welcome all our supporters to the 2001-2002 National Soccer League Top 
Six Finals Series, as teams vie for the NSL Championship Trophy - the ultimate accolade in 
Australia's premier domestic competition. 


Firstly, let me congratulate the teams that have qualified for this season's Finals Series, with 
a special mention to all the players, coaches and staff at Perth Glory for capturing the 
Premiership trophy in record time. 


In a season that has had many highlights, it has been fantastic to see the level of support 
that Perth and Newcastle have enjoyed all season, the continuation of some NSL milestones 
via Alex Tobin (most NSL player appearances with 484 games), Damian Mori (all-time NSL 
Top Goalscorer with 185 goals now) and Zoran Matic {most NSL matches coached with 
447 games), and the quality of action we have seen from all teams this season. 


What will unfold over the next couple of weeks will capture the imagination of many NSL 
fans ... will we see the runaway Premiers Perth Glory thwarted in their efforts to secure the 
double ... or will we see a team from the pack rise to the challenge and go all the way? 


lan Knop 
President 
To all of our corporate partners, stakeholders and supporters, the end of the regular season 
has brought another pleasing milestone ... the average crowd for the regular 2001/2002 NSL season finished at 
5,168 - the NSL's third highest average crowd in the history of the competition and a slight increase on last season's 
average ... to all of you, we thank you and look forward to your continued support. 


This all could not have been achieved without the continued support for the NSL of our valued corporate partners - 
Qantas, Telstra, Channel 7 and C7 Sport. 


Finally, | take this opportunity to wish all of the teams the best, as they each strive to make the Grand Final, and as 
we all continue to look forward to enjoying the coming weeks of NSL action. 
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OLYMPIC SHARKS PRESIDENT 


- Today we welcome to Bossley Park Eddie Krncevic and South Melbourne for the National 
i Soccer League Minor Semi Final. 


Last weekend's fantastic result against the Melbourne Knights was a great indication of our 
team's potential and capabilities, furthermore it provided the team with a great boost of 
confidence in light of the ensuing tough matches ahead. 


While our team were deserved winners against the Melbourne Knights, South Melbourne 
is a new test for us. In finals series the slate is wiped clean, and reputations count for 
nothing. We enter today's match with stronger determination and zest in fulfilling our 
objectives of winning that elusive championship. 


The team has been training well throughout this week. Gary Phillips and the players are 
fully aware of South Melbourne's surging run in the latter half of this season and are one 
of the inform teams in the finals series. Throughout the season, South Melbourne have been 
a constant thorn in our side. The 0-0 draw ef home and 3-0 loss at Bob Jane Stadium were 
not the results our team had hoped for but we are determined to make amends today. South 
Melbourne may pose some danger and threat to our aspirations but each and every player 
will continue the momentum a consistency needed for a victory this afternoon. 


Nick Politis, 
Chairman 


The club wishes to thank all the supporters who have travelled to Bossley Park to cheer the 
ys on to what we hope will be a great victory. 


On behalf of the Board, | would like to wish both teams the best of luck today and hope 
this match fulfils all expectations as one of the most exciting matches of the season. 


Regards, 


Nick Politis 
Chairman 
Olympic Sharks 


SOUTH MELBOURNE PRESIDENT 


After a slow but progpaie start, the squad has shown tremendous character and excellent 
temperament in the second half of the season. To be playing in today’s Minor Semi Final is a 
credit to Eddie Krncevic and the squad. 


There have been many chapters for the South Melbourne Soccer Club throughout the season. 
The announcement x the Club’s Team of the Century was definitely a highlight, as this 
momentous evening will remain as one the most prestigious nights in the Club's istory. Let's 
not forget the history making night at Colonial Stadium and the discovery of some talented 


young players. 


Today, we visit Gary Phillips and the Olympic Sharks in this very important Minor Semi Final 
clash. Today's traditional interstate derby promises to be a tough and entertaining encounter, 
with both clubs desperately vying for a Preliminary Final spot. 


& As the season comes to a dramatic end, | would like to thank our Major Sponsor, General 

Diagnostic Laboratories for their continued support. Our Principal Sponsors, Laiki Bank, VIC 

Health/SmokeFree, Original Juice Company and Kerpa Australia. All the Club's Executive 
ers 


Corporate Sponsors, Corporate and Balcony Box Holders, and Advertising Sponsors. 


George Vasilopoulos, 
President 


| would also like to extend my thanks to Soccer Australia’s Sponsors C7 Sport, Channel 7, 
rag Qantas and Telstra. Also thank you to the print and electronic media for their support 
is season. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C. 


Finally, | would like to give thanks to all Board of Directors, sponsors, members, staff, fans 
and volunteers that have supported the South Melbourne Soccer Club throughout the entire 
season. 
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Make Telstra part of your team and you’ll always win! Join Telstra Week Week ma a Week Week 
HomeLine™ Plus? and call your family and friends overseas to share in all Ending Ending "| Ending Ending 
the soccer excitement with our 0018 Extra % Hour FREE offer. That’s right, 14/04/02 21/4/ 02 yp & a 5/ 5/02 12/5/02 
simply dial 0018, pay for the first % hour of your call, and you will get the Ist leg Maich AT Y 

next % hour block of that call FREE! Now you can have an extra ¥% hour to Major Semi-Final riba anit en 


Major Semi-Final 
j i i ! Perth GI 
share all the latest soccer news with your family and friends overseas! ee epee 


Telstra is a proud sponsor of Soccer Australia. 


To join HomeLine Plus, or for more information, please call our Customer 
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Championship Rules 


MINOR SEMI FINAL (Match 'D') 
Shall be played strictly on a knack out basis. 
If the scores remain level at the conclusion of normal time, the match’ shall be determined by Extra Time (Golden Goal) and 
if required Penalty Kicks. 
Extra Time (Golden Goal) 
(i) If the number of goals scored by both clubs is equal at full time then extra time of fifteen (15) minutes each way will 
be played and the Golden Goal rule will apply. 
(ii) Should either team score during this petiod, the game will immediately conclude and the team who scored shall be 
declared the winner. 
Penalty Kicks. If the teams still remain equal alter this procedure, the match shall be determined by penalty kicks taken in 
accordance with FIFA instructions. 
The losing team shall be eliminated. The winning team shall proceed to the Preliminary Final (Match 'E'). 


“Eniry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is prohibited ot all times and offenders will be prosecuted” 
, “All spectators are requested to vacate the ground within 15 minutes of the end of the final game” 
‘Limit one free % Hour block per call. Calls lasting one minute or less are charged at $1.10. Excludes some calls. “Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised persons who remain alter the stipulated time” 
*Available to most full service residential customers who join HomeLine™ Plus for direct dialled calls from The setting alight o, or the igniting or discharging of amy type of object, including fireworks, signal or smoke Hares, is strictly 
most fixed phones. Excludes some calls, including calls to international mobiles bearing a surcharge, and some prohibited" - 


Telstra services. ’A free call from a fixed phone. “Telstra Corporation Limited ABN 33 051 775 556. TEL 4746 


Olympic Sharks 6 

(A Milicic 12'/75' pen, T Pondeljak 42', A Packer 47', J 
Harris 56', G Owens 88') 

Melbourne Knights 2 

(J Porter 11', A Marth 76') 


Cautions: A Vargas (MK) 17', M John (MK) 75', A 
Durante (OS) 13’ 


Olympic Sharks lineup: Clint Bolton (gk), Paul 
Kohler, Lindsay Wilson, Tom Pondeljak, Troy Halpin, Jade 
North, Jeromy Harris (Dylan Macallister 62), Ante Milicic 
(Greg Owens 83), Andrew Packer, Andrew Durante 
(Hiroyuki Ishida 83), Ante Juric 


Melbourne Knights: Martin John (gk), Rodrigo 
Vargas, Sasa Ognenovski, Steve Horvat, Andrew Marth 
Kresimir Marusic Joey Rajher 83), Joel Porter, Antonio 
Da Costa, Alex Kiratzoglou (Xhezair Sulemani 56), Andy 
Vargas, Ivo De Jesus {Anthony Pelikan 71) 


VENUE: Toyota Park 
hic Boni e the Ball REFEREE: Mark Shield 
p Front... yes on the Ball... CROWD: 5,850 
Tota Da Costa goes forward for the Joel Porter of the Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights & Ante Milicic Olympic Sharks 


Elimination Final (1st LEG) South Melbourne 2 Elimination Final (2nd LEG) 


(V Coveny 51(pen), 53) 
Brisbane Strikers ° 


Cautions: C Boutsianis (SM) 32, S Stefanutto (BS) 33, S 
Mcloren (BS) 34, L Drake (BS) 78, P Kisnorbo (SM) 96 


South Melbourne lineup: Michcel Petkovic (gk), 
Steve losifidis, Fausto De Amicis, Mehmet Durakovic, 
Steve Panopoulos, Vaughan Coveny (Joe Bacak 84), 
Paul Trimboli (Robert Liparoti 90), Radomir Sekulovski, 
Massimo Murdocca (Nick Sabljak 70), Patrick Kisnorbo 
Con Boutsianis 


Brisbane Strikers lineup: Jason Kearton (gk), 
Richie Alagich (Lawrence Drake 66), Shane Stefanutto, 
Jon McKain, Stuart McLaren, Peter Grierson (Paul Foster 
70), Fernando Rech, Adam Webber, Kris Trajanovski, 
John Carbone (Matthew McKay 56), Wayne Heath 


VENUE: Bob Jane Stadium 
REFEREE: Con Diomis 
Double Trouble.... CROWD: 8,450 Solid Defence.... 


Vaughan Coveny scored twice for Steve losifidis gets past Paul Foster of 
South Melbourne the Brisbane Strikers 


North v South. Sydney v Melbourne. 
Tradition v tradition. Entertainers v entertainers. 


What more you could ask from a contest that is 
all but guaranteed to live up to the high 
expectations generated by years of intense 
rivalry between the Olympic Sharks and South 
Melbourne? 


Look through the history of both clubs and it is 
not difficult to understand why they have often 
been regarded as the strength of Australian 
soccer since the National League first came into 
being in 1977. As two of only four foundation 
members of the League still involved in the 
national competition, Olympic and South are 
shining examples of the sort of determination 
badly needed to help sustain Australian soccer. 


The two clubs have gone through some 
turbulent times on and off the field over the 


Perfectly Timed.... 
Steve losifidis tackles Andrew Packer 


years and it is a credit to their amazing 
capacity to sustain the passion for the sport that 
continues to keep them among_ the 
front-runners. On the field, there is surely no 
greater rivalry in the NSL. 


It will be no different today as both sides shape 
up to a contest that could well play an 
important role as to who will win the NSL 
championship this season. 


Olympic and South cruised through their 
Elimination Finals against Melbourne Knights 
and Brisbane Strikers respectively. 


While Perth fans might have good cause to 
argue, there can be little doubt that the Sharks 
produced the most stunning performance of the 
Top Six series to date with their 6-2 demolition 
of the Knights last weekend. 


Top Duel....Tlom Pondeljak and Steve 
Panopoulos contest the ball 


The Sydney side had been threatening to 
produce a goal feast for some time and it was 
unfortunate for the Knights that they were in 
the wrong place at the wrong time. 


South were proficient and professional in 
disposing of Brisbane 4-1 on aggregate as 
they continued their fairytale run. Rooted to the 
bottom of the table midway through the 
season, few expected the Vicorians to get near 
the finals, let alone make them. But, South 
performed miracles to jump into the Top Six, 
riding on the back of a sequence that saw them 
lose just once in 11 matches. 


As you would expect, today's match-up will 
showcase some of the best talent, intertwined 
with guile and experience, in Australian 
soccer. 


Olympic boast the most expensive player in the 
game in striker Ante Milicic, whose $110,000 
mid-season transfer from Sydney United sent 
shock waves through the NSL. 


Even at that price, the experienced goal-getter 
has proved a bargain buy and has provided 
the Sydneysiders with the sort of firepower in 
front of goal needed to win a championship. 


The Sharks have class all over the park from 
goalkeeper Clint Bolton, to defender Ante 
Juric, Dutch-bound wingback Lindsay Wilson 
and midfielders Troy Halpin and Tom 
Pondeljak.South, without doubt, have a squad 
to be foneil It is based on the excitement of 
youth in the form of Patrick Kisnorbo, Massimo 
Murdocca and Radomir Sekulovski and the 
calming influence of veterans like Mehmed 
Durakovic, Paul Trimboli and the Kiwi Vaughan 
Coveny. 


And how can you forget the incredible Con 
Boutsianis! It is no surprise that South's 
resurgence coincided with Boutsi's 
controversial mid-season return to the club 
following an acrimonious split from the Kingz. 


Ray Gatt (The Australian) 


Move Aside.... 
Paul Kohler brushes off Peter Buljan 
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key stats 


Olympic Sharks South Melbourne 
Attack 
Goals Scored 
Goal Attempts 
Success Rate % 
Goal Attempts on Target 
Success Rate % 
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Playér Profiles) , Player Profiles 


eg Owens 16 Jeromy Harris 19 Ante Milicic 
aly a): nat eee y=. Te 


4 Paul Kohler 6 Wayne Srhoj »~ a 46 


Born: Sep: Born: Bom: 22-Mar-82 Born: 26-Jan-81 Bom: -Aug- Bom: 03-Apr-74 

Position: Position: Position: Midlietder Position: Midfielder Position: Position: Striker 

01/02 games: 01/02 games: 01/02 games: "1 , 01/02 games: 9 01/02 games: 01/02 games: 7 

01/02 goals: 01/02 goals: 01/02 goals: 0 | 01/02 goals: 2 01/02 goals: 1 01/02 goals: 7 

Previous clubs (NSL):Parramatta Power, Brisbane Previous club (NSL): Brisbane Strikers Previous club (NSL): Newcastle Breakers Previous clubs (NSL): Brisbane Strikers, Previous club (NSL); Sydney United 
Strikers, Wollongong Wolves Australian Rep honours: Under 20, Under 17 Australian Rep honours: Under 20 Marconi Stallions Previous clubs (o/seas): Rijeka (Croatia), 
Previous clubs {olseas): Roosendaal (Holland), NAC Breda (Holland) 
Feyenoord (Holland), Bellmare Hiratsuka (Japan) Australian Rep honours: Under 23, Under 20 
Australian Rep honours: Socceroos, Under 23 ‘ 


9 Dylan MacAllister } | 23 Andrew Packer 25 Zenon Caravella 


Born: Bom: 07-Jan-76 Born: 5 3 15-Jun-80 Born: Bor: 16-Mar-83 
Position: Defender Position: Midfielder Position: i Midfielder Position: Position: Striker 
01/02 games: 23 | 01/02 games: 25 01/02 games: I - 24 01/02 games: 01/02 games: 6 
01/02 goals: 2 01/02 goals: 5 01/02 goats: 6 : 2 01/02 goals: 01/02 goals: 0 
Previous club (NSL): Canberra Cosmos Previous clubs (NSL): Sydney United, Australian Rep honours: Under 17 Carlton, 
Australian Rep honours: Socceroos, Under 20 Melbourne Knights Brisbane Sirikers 

Australian Rep honours: Under 17 


10 Troy Halpin . 27 Hiroyuki Ishida 28 Ante Juric 30 Brett Hughes 
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Born: 16-Aug-73 Born: 06-Jan-82 Born: 30-Oct-71 Born: | Bom; 19-Apr-69 

Position: Midfielder } Position: Midtielder Position: Defender Position: Midfielder Position: Position: Goalkeeper 

01/02 games: 24 01/02 games: 24 01/02 games: 9 01/02 games: 10 01/02 games: 01/02 games: 1 

01/02 goals: 2 01/02 goals: 1 01/02 goals: 0 01/02 goals: 0 01/02 goals; 3 01/02 goals: a 

Previous clubs (NSL); Perth Glory, Previous club (NSL): Brisbane Strikers Previous club (NSL): St George Previous clubs (o/seas): Clemente Khalsa Previous clubs (NSL): Canberra Cosmos, Previous clubs (NSL): Sydney United, Marconi, 
Newcastle Breakers, Australian Rep honours: Under 20, (Singapore), : var ep ee Wollongong, Leichhard!, Sydney City 
Wollongong Wolves Under 17 Tokyo Vordi (Japan) Pravious clubs (o/seas): eee, Australian Rep honours: Under 20 

Australian Rep honours: Socceroos ibe (Portugal) M 


Australian Rep honours: Under 20 
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: ul ele PAs gle) 18 4August 1960 in Melbourne, played as a junior and 
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3| 8/9} 5/2|8| 5/-E/3 8l=/S],0| el= Po ed Bo) Pad bd dd * Pla Europe between 1982 and 1996 for Dinamo 
if 218 LE BBE bs 5/18 8 ~<13) 2 Sle 2] 8] 2}-§] 2) Zagreb (Croatia), Duisberg (Germany), Cercle Brugge, 
Bad ed Ba od ed Rod Bcd od ed Pd 3 JSS EZ 41S ¥ rt hiten , Liege, Aalst, Charleroi (Belgium) and Mulhouse 
rance. 
[lel ull asl =| wr |F * Belgium league top scorer in 89/90 with Anderlecht 
er eri TTT * Took new club Carlton to the 97/98 NSL grand final in his 
viii) el le e Tht vr first year of coaching 
a a bw ol hh Ls a al Ba NSL Coaching statistics 
| FT) rire ir T Tr 
| Season Club P W-D-L 
et eee Katha Ha Es = 97/98-98/99 Carlton 58 22-13-23 
ioe at MN ad Re Ba al = | 99/00-00/01 Marconi Stallions 66 28-15-23 
Avleleleieie, | oleleleleleleie| fel | dt tt tt 01/02 South Melbourne 26 —-12-06-08 
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TT TT 
TT 
v\"\r PAUL TRIMBOLI 
23; Sh Ses + HH re |_| * Born 25 February 1969 in Melbourne, came through the 
¥r Brighton junior ranks 
T elle) eee EH “| * Australian Schoolboy International player and Australian 
4 holarship holder, both in 1986 
Institute of Sport Scholarship holder, both in 
7 wire le | fel * Represented Australia at the Under 16 World Youth Cup in 
Tr wlele| | PTUs g China in 1985, and at the Under 20 World Youth Cup in 
Chile in 1987 
lida | felt Gi Played 42 games and scored 14 goals for the Socceroos 
addi between 1988 and 1998 
¥ SL Player of the Year 92/93 and 97/98, NSL Under 21 
|\3\e| i‘ 1988 and 1989 
3 HELH LH it : / i 
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( 16 Massimo Murdocca 


{ 26 Nick Sabljak 


Www.mercure.com.au 
www.accorhotels.com.au 


WiSueties ...the 
hotel choice of 
players and 
supporters. 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 
NORTHERN DIVISION GRAND FINAL 


PARRAMATTA POWER VS WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


VENUE: Marconi Stadium, Marconi Plaza, BOSSLEY PARK 
Kick off 6.00pm (AEST - Subject to NSL Minor Semi Final) 


Mercure offers players and 
supporters a broad range 
of accommodation options 
throughout Australia and 
New Zealand. From Grand 


Hotels and Apartments, 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


to Hotels,Resorts and Inns - 
all with their own distinctive 
proven None, Stir No- a Forica style, service and comfort. 
Goalkeeper 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Defender 
Midfielder, 
Midfielder 


Phillip Weston So next time you're 
: Ben Jarman 
Matthew Werakso 
Harvey Rodriguez * 
Vedran Jaganjac 
David Boscoscuro 
Ned Aleksic 
Darren McDonald * Midfielder 
Sean Babic * Striker 
Greg Sharland Striker 
Daniel Aliffi Striker 
Shane Lockhart Defender 
Ben Bartlett Midfielder 
Leighal Dellis Defender 
Dustin Wells Striker 
Shane Manning Defender 
Wade Scherini Defender 
Scott Whalan Goalkeeper 
Justin Pasfield Goalkeeper 


attending a game, book into 


Mercure... the players choice. 
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MERCURE... SUPPORTER OF THE NATIONAL 
SOCCER LEAGUE AND PROUD SPONSOR OF 
THE PERTH GLORY SOCCER TEAM, 


hotels 


Reservations call 1 300 65 65 65 or your AFTA or licensed travel agent 


SX 


Ei * Overage player - qualifies under By Law 22.4.4 AACCOR * Aworldwide leader in hotels, tourism and services 
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OLYMPIC SHARKS 


Clint Bolton 
Stephen Laybutt 
Damon Collina 
Paul Kohler 
Glenn Moore 
Wayne Srhoj 
Lindsay Wilson 
Tom Pondeljak 
Dylan Macallister 
Troy Halpin 
Jade North 
Brett Studman 
Greg Owens 
Jeromy Harris 
Fred Agius 

Sash Tirovski 
Ante Milicic 
Glen Moss 
Morgan Cawley 
Peter Zorhas 
Andrew Packer 
Andrew Durante 
Zenon Caravella 
Hiroyuki Ishida 
Ante Juric 

Brett Hughes 


Gary Phillins 


MINOR SEMI FINAL 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE 


Michael Petkovic 
Steve losifidis 
Fausto De Amicis 
Mehmet Durakovic 
Robert Liparoti 
David Clarkson 
Steve Panopoulos 
Vaughan Coveny 
Paul Trimboli 
Peter Buljan 

Joe Bacak 
Radomir Sekulovski 
Sebastian Petrovic 
Nick Tolios 
Massimo Murdocca 
Steve Manceski 
Clayton Bell 
Patrick Kisnorho 
Vince Lia 

Marco Sanitilli 
Eugene Galekovic 
Stephen Pace 

Con Boutsianis 
Nikola Sabljak 
Damien Ostrowski 


A/COACH: John Doyle COACH: Eddie Krncevic 
-A/COACH: Jeff Olver 


Mt 


TODAY’S MATCH OFFICIALS 
Referee: Edward Lennie Assistant Referees: Stewart Lockrey, Kevin Humphreys 


4th Official: Brett Hugo 


Inspector: Dennis Micallef 
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